SOCIABILITY                    15
In 1690, Harley became a Commissioner for Public Accounts, in the following year he "was put into the chair of the Committee for examining the estimates of the Fleet." A single paragraph from a letter of Edward Harley to his father shows very clearly the estimation in which his brother Robert was held at this time. " The favour and acceptance that the goodness of God has given my brother in the House of Commons is extraordinary and much taken notice of."1
At the height of his power Harley was essentially a man of social and kindly instincts ; nothing pleased him better than to receive Swift or Prior without ceremony, and to drink a bottle of claret with them. The same characteristic is found in his life at this time, perhaps touched with the unrestrainedness of youth, which on one occasion led to a parental remonstrance, quaint to modern ideas when we remember that Harley was already a capable member of Parliament. To it this letter is an answer; its language may seem too scriptural, but it was composed in a style which would be pleasing to Sir Edward Harley, who had for years been one of the Parliamentary and Nonconformist party. It reveals a glimpse of Harley's personal life at this time.
" The paper received last night could not but occasion great thoughts of heart, though in the great
1 Harley Papers^ i. 487.